gg                                    TO THE STUDENTS
to the British Parliament. Let us not be angry with him. He
cannot think but in the terms of the Parliament. The sun of
his system is London, the sun of our system is the charkha.
I may be mistaken in this, but, so far as I am not convinced
of the mistake, I shall treasure it. The charkha at any rate is
incapable of harming anybody and without it we, and if I may
say so, even the world, will go to rack and ruin. We know
what Europe has been feeling after the war in which lies were
propagated as the highest religion. The world is weary of the
after-effects of the war and even as the cJiarkha is India's com-
forter today, it may be the world's tomorrow, because it stands
not for the greatest good of the greatest number but for the
greatest good of all. Whenever I see an erring man, I say to...
myself I have also erred; when I see a lustful man I say to"
myself, so was I once ; and in this way I feel kinship with every
one in the world and feel that I cannot be happy without the
humblest of us being happy. It is in this sense that I want
you to make the charkha the centre of your studies, Just as
Prahlada saw Rama everywhere and Tulsidas could see nothing
but Rama even in the image of Krishna, let all your learning
be directed to realizing the implications of the charkha. Our
science, our carpentry, our economics should all be utilized for
making the charkha the prop and mainstay of our poorest. I
know in the Gujarat Vidyapith we have not yet succeeded ,in
doing it, you are not doing it. I am not saying this in a spirit
of complaint I am simply pouring out the agony of my heart
May you all understand it."
Young India, 10-2-1927